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President’s Message

Supposedly Spring has arrived but I have to wonder!  The weather was warming, the daffodils are blooming and the lawns are greening but the temperatures have dropped about 45º.  

While the turnout for our March “Just Ask” dinner was marginal, the results were positive. We received two applications for membership and I believe there are one or two other people who have expressed a desire to join the club.  Becky McLaughlin-Treakle and Glen Rotner are our latest club members. Welcome, welcome!  

Our next dinner meeting, which is our Respect for Law dinner, will be on April 26th. Please note that this is our last official dinner at the Sheraton until September.  We will however have a dinner on June 10th at Whispers in Pasadena.  That dinner will be our second annual Las Vegas Night FUNdraiser – with a definite emphasis on FUN! (Additional details are elsewhere in the newsletter.)

The circus will be rolling into the Anne Arundel County Fairgrounds on May 2nd and 3rd with two shows daily at 4:30 and 7:30 pm. The month will be rounded out with the Memorial Day Parade on the 28th.

A few weeks ago you each received a letter from Bonnie Hitzelberger asking for nominations for club officers and board members.  To date there have not been any volunteers for president!  If we do not get a volunteer for this position, the club will have to be run by the Board of Directors or not exist in its current form.  Call Bonnie at 410-268-1783 to volunteer!

Leigh Dempsey has agreed to become the newsletter editor.  Thank you Leigh!!!

Believing we can make a difference, 

Diann
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Any information you’d like to see in this newsletter?   Please send it to Leigh Dempsey at 
haefnerads@aol.com. Put “Optimists” in the subject box so she doesn’t think it’s spam and delete it.  
Thursday April 26th Dinner

This is our annual “Respect for Law” dinner and will be our last official dinner until September 27th. (Happy Hours don’t count, right?) Get your reservations in early for this one, as it is extremely popular.  Councilman Josh Cohen will be the Keynote Speaker. This is always a great opportunity to come out and support these honorees and let them know much you appreciate the work they are doing.

Annapolis Sheraton Hotel, 173 Jennifer Road. 
Social time is 6:30 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM.  
The cost of dinner is $15.00 per person.  

Please RSVP to Diann Turner at 410-268-5292 or diannturner@comcast.net by April 16th 

Grilled Fine Herb Chicken

Served on a Bed of Fresh Spinach Pesto Fettuccine Topped with Toasted Pinoli Nuts

Classic Caesar Salad with Tomato & Croutons

Seasonal Vegetables

Rolls & Butter

Chef’s Choice for Dessert

Coffee and Tea

Vegetarian option: Cheese Tortellini with Alfredo Sauce

**NOTE: The headcount is extremely important as we are billed for the number we commit to.  As in the past we will need a 72-hour notice to cancel or you will be billed.***
For those of you who missed the March dinner meeting, well, we talked about you. No, just kidding, but you did miss a delicious meal, topped off by a killer chocolate cake and you missed an interesting talk about organic ways to keep weeds out of your garden, as well as moles, voles, and flying and creeping pests.  The speaker was Gene Sumi, the Educational Coordinator at Homestead Gardens, and for any of you who might have some questions, but did not get his email address, it is  gsumi@homesteadgardens.com.  He is quite eager to answer your gardening questions.  
Upcoming Events
The Circus is coming! The Circus is coming! The Cole Bros. Circus will be back on May 2nd and 3rd for 2 shows daily at the Anne Arundel County Fairgrounds.  And, once again, we are looking for help to park cars.  All you need to donate is an hour of your time, either 3:30-4:30 or 5:30-6:30, and the rewards will be tremendous. Rewards? Absolutely. Fresh air and Vitamin D, comradeship with your fellow Optimists, seeing everyone you know in town with small children, and exercising your biceps and triceps by pointing to empty spaces.  To volunteer, call Norm Tucker @ 410-268-2155.
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Memorial Day Parade: Plans for the Memorial Day parade are underway.  Help is still needed the day of the event – May 28th - to organize participants.   This event will take place rain or shine. If you would like to help out please give Tory Salvia a call at 410-     266-6924 or email him at tory@salvia.com.  Help is also needed to organize the Club’s float!!!!  Contact Jack Papaleonti at 410-991-4465 to help with the float.

Las Vegas Night FUNdraiser will be held June 10th, so “save the date.” Additional information about the event is included with the newsletter.  If you have been the recent recipient of a gift basket or have some fun containers that would be appropriate to use for gift baskets, please get them to Lynne Sherlock at 410-295-5157 by May 11th.  Also if you have a new item or two that would be appropriate to “re-gift” for any of our gift baskets, please drop them off as well.  We are not looking for used items, just that new “gift” that doesn’t match your décor or isn’t what you had in mind.
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Optimists in the Community

Dan and Bonnie Hitzelberger, Diann Turner, Ed and Lynn Sherlock and Wrenn and Tom Gooding attended the Bull Roast last month that was sponsored by the Ft. Smallwood Optimist Club.  They report they had a great time and the food was fabulous.

Apparently, Dan and Bonnie like to eat out a lot, as a Capital photographer caught them breakfasting at the Amish Market and posted a picture of them in the March 23rd Entertainment Section.

Donations:  Recent donations have included $50 to the Annapolis Jaycees Foundation for Special Olympics, $100 to the Arc of Anne Arundel County, $600 to the Annapolis Recreation and Parks and $500 to the Fishing Camp sponsored by the Annapolis City Police Department.

Membership

Please welcome our two newest members Becky McLaughlin-Treakle and Glen Rotner. 

Becky is married to Thomas, has three children and is the marketing director at Pink Patio MedSpa. Glen and his wife moved here from California where he was an Optimist Club member.  He is the financial advisor for UBS Financial Services, Inc.

And, don’t forget that from February 14th, 2007 to February 14th, 2008 Optimist International is providing special incentives for spouses of members to join the club. OI will waive the $15 new member registration fee for spouses and reduce their quarterly dues by ½ until February 14th 2008.  So why isn’t your spouse a member!!!!
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We have a long way to go in order to meet our goal of 30 new members by September 30th.  You can “ask” anyone to join throughout the year, not just during our membership drive.[image: image3.wmf]Happy Birthday To: 


Belated March Birthdays:  Beck McLaughlin-Treakle and Ed Sherlock

April

Thomas Finch
Dan Hitzelberger

Wren Gooding
Anne Lucas and Diane Nowak-Waring

Club Anniversaries:

April

John Barbo
 25 years!!!  Cindy Miller       1 year

Thomas Finch
 1 year
       Cathleen Morris 2 years

Brenda Jones
 7 years
       Jack Papaleonti  2 years

Monna Laird
 5 years  [image: image4.wmf]
Upcoming Events
April

11
Memorial Day Parade Meeting – 7:30 pm at Ron’s office
14 Zone Oratorical Contest – 1-3 PM Community

United Methodist Church on Ft. Smallwood Rd.
20-22   Quarterly Conference - Ocean City

26        Respect for Law dinner
May

2-3
Circus – AA County Fair Grounds

7 Board Meeting

28 Memorial Day Parade

June 

4 Board Meeting

10         Las Vegas Night FUNdraiser
We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists 
We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists. 

