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President’s Message

It is hard to believe that summer is half over.  Hopefully you have had time to enjoy it in spite of the heat, humidity and rain.

Even though the club is on its summer hiatus, we are still very busy.  A special thank you to Monna Laird and Lori Mayers for assisting me with the information booth the club set up at the Maryland Disc Dog Tournament.  We raised about $90 from a raffle that will benefit the Childhood Cancer Campaign.  It was a little hard to compete with Eastport a Rockin that afternoon so the crowd was a little sparse.  We did manage to collect a few cans for the campaign too.

We will be participating in National Night Out on August 1 at the City Dock in Annapolis.  We will have an informational booth in an effort to spread the word about our organization.

The next thing on our schedule is our first ever Las Vegas Night Fundraiser on August 13th at Whispers.  Hopefully it will be successful enough that it will become an annual event.  More details are elsewhere in the newsletter.  There’s still time to volunteer!  

Cakes, prizes for the games of chance and silent auction items are still needed.  We realize that many of you are busy and don’t want to be on the fundraising committee, but we could use a little bit of everyone’s help.  Certainly each and every one of you go out to lunch or dinner, buy a pizza now and then, get your hair cut, get a manicure or perhaps even a massage.  Maybe you even know people who own their own business.  If each club member asked 2 businesses to donate something to our fundraiser we would be well on our way to meeting our goal of 150 items.  It would certainly lighten the load of the people involved – who are very busy people too!

Enclosed you will find a copy of our donation request letter and a copy of our event flyer.  Please take them with you the next time you are at your favorite business and simply ask if they would support your club in its fundraising efforts.  Also ask them to please post the flyer.  You will find that most businesses are more than willing to make a product, service or gift certificate donation.  The more items we have the more money we can raise. The more money we raise the more programs we can support!

Our September dinner meeting on the 28th has been designated as a “Back to School” and “Back to Business” dinner meeting.  The club will be getting back to business by swearing in the new officers and board members for the upcoming year.  We will be going back to school by collecting school supplies, stuffed animals and soccer balls for kids in Iraq.  Now is the time to be on the look out for school supply bargains.  Recently I picked up crayons for .25 and pencils for .01 – among many other great buys.  

I hope to see each and every one of you at Whispers.  It will be a great night of food, entertainment and fun!

Believing we can make a difference, 


Diann
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Tidbits
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Fundraiser: Elvis and other legendary tribute artists will be in the house on August 13th to entertain you with songs from the past.  Join us from 4 PM until close for a night of musical entertainment, food and games of chance.  What better way to spend an evening with old friends and perhaps a few new ones than in the air conditioning at Whispers!

We have acquired a 42-inch Panasonic Plasma HDTV as the grand prize raffle item.  The winner will be announced that evening.  And no you do not have to be present to win – although it would be nice!  Please see the enclosed flyer for details and for tickets.  If you want, you can send a check for tickets.  The check should be made out to the Annapolis Optimist Club and mailed to Diann Turner at 103 Meade Dr, Annapolis, MD 21403.

If you have the ability and the burning desire to sell tickets to your friends and neighbors, just call Diann at 410-268-5292.  She will get the tickets to you.  The money will be collected at a later date.  

Iraqi kids:  Club member Ann Alsina’s husband was recently deployed to Iraq. In communicating with him she has learned that the soldiers in his unit can certainly use school supplies, small stuffed animals, sports equipment (soccer balls) and t-shirts to distribute to the Iraqi kids.  Let’s help her get some of these things together to send to her husband.  You can call Ann at 410-349-6284 if you have things now or you can bring them to the dinner in September.
Contributions:  The club donated $100 to the American Legion on Forest Drive.  The Post stores our circus sign for us and displays it when the circus is in town. We also donated $1500 to the American Legion Post 220 baseball team.

Boat Show: The boat shows are just around the corner – October 6-9 for the Sailboat Show and October 13-15 for the Power Boat Show.  Competition for the food dollars will be stiff if the Market House has reopened and food costs increase.  We need to put our thinking caps on and come up with some creative ideas to, at the very least, keep our revenues stable.  If you have any ideas either come to the board meeting or let any board member know.  Also we need volunteers to help co-chair the shows and share the workload.
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Club Travelers

We’ve had quite a few travelers since the last newsletter. Carole Cramer-Pait visited North Carolina. Marcia Richard spent several days in New England. Wrenn Gooding and Tim Mennuti were in Florida. Jack Papaleonti just returned from a week at the beach and is off to Colorado. Brenda Jones traveled to Tennessee and Lori Mayers had a great time in Hawaii. We’re sure other members have been away…it’s just that we don’t know about it. 

Congratulations

Bonnie and Dan Hitzelberger are proud grandparents again.
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Membership 

We would like to officially welcome our latest club member – Malia Stepney.  Malia is the Branch Manager for SunTrust Bank on Main Street and a fellow Chamber member.  She attended our Respect for Law Dinner as a guest, liked what she saw and decided to become a member.  Even though she has not been sworn in, she is busy helping with our August fundraiser. Welcome aboard!
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District Convention 

The annual MDSD District convention will be held August 18-20 in Hagerstown.  For those interested in attending, details will be available at www.mdsdoptimist.org.
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Club Anniversaries
July 

Frank Synowiec

16 years

Happy Birthday To

Amelia Arria

Bonnie Hitzelberger 
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Up Coming Events
August     

1     National Night Out – 4-7 PM at the City Dock     

7      Board Meeting – 7:30 PM Ron’s office

13    Fundraiser – Las Vegas Night – 4 PM at Whispers


18-20 MDSD Annual Convention - Hagerstown

September

11
Board Meeting – 7:30 PM Ron’s office

25
Board Meeting – 7:30 PM Ron’s office 


(This is actually the October meeting)

28
Dinner Meeting – 6:30 PM at the Sheraton
October

6-9 Sailboat Show

13-14 Powerboat Show

26
Dinner Meeting- 6:30 PM at the Sheraton
We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists 
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