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President=s Message

[image: image3.png]With schools closing and summer vacations just around the corner, the club will function on a more relaxed schedule. We won’t have any more “formal” dinners until September 27th so look for more communication via email. I know there are a few club members without email, so I apologize in advance for the lack of communication over the summer – but quite frankly we need a break. 

A special thank you to Ron Jarashow and his secretary Joanne Montgomery for coordinating our annual Respect for Law dinner in April and to the scouts from Troop 422 for presenting the colors that evening.  

The circus was a rousing success. We cleared a little more than $10,000 this year. This was one of our best years in a long time.  There were several factors that probably contributed to the success including more media coverage, a better effort to distribute posters and flyers, great weather, $5 off advance ticket sales and distributing free kids tickets to the local schools.  It is hard to say whether the new location helped or not – all I can say is that the cars just kept coming even after the scheduled show time! Thank you to all of the club members who helped with this event – especially Lynne Sherlock who sold advance tickets for us and to all of those who helped park cars. The scouts from Troop 422 and their parents were a great help too.

Even though we are on a more relaxed summer schedule we will still be working on projects and your help is needed – especially for our Las Vegas Night FUNdraiser. Details on the event are elsewhere in the newsletter.

Have a wonderful and safe summer!  I would typically say “See you in September” but I hope to see many of you beforehand.

Believing we can make a difference, 


Diann

Tuesday, May 15th Happy Hour
As you all know, the April Respect for Law Dinner was our last dinner meeting until Fall.  For the Summer, we offer up a worthy alternative….Happy Hour.  

Our first gathering will be on May 15th from 5-7 at Chevy’s, on Rt. 2 South.

Frozen Margaritas are something obscene like $2 and all appetizers are half price.  Plus, if it’s nice out, we can sit outside and enjoy the weather. 

We will be discussing business, like the upcoming FUNdraiser, but please don’t let that scare you off, we’ll be having a lot of laughs, too.

No need to RSVP, just show up. 
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The Second Annual FUNdraiser will be held on Sunday night June 10th at Whispers in Pasadena. Starting at 4 pm, there will be games of chance, a silent auction and raffles galore. Legendary tribute artists will be performing, including Rod Stewart, Elvis, Toby Keith, Martina McBride, Neil Diamond, and Tim McGraw and Faith Hill. Additional entertainment will include the band Focus and Mr. Charisma.  A dinner buffet and cash bar will be provided, all for the amazing price of $30 in advance, $35 at the door.  Tickets are available at Tara’s Gifts and Parties of Distinction on 4 Annapolis Street (410-295-5157), at Whispers at 7954 B&A Boulevard in Glen Burnie (410-768-3900) and at www.WhisperShows.com
More FUNdraiser
In addition, we are including two FUNdraiser tickets with this newsletter that we’re hoping you can buy for yourself or sell to others.  We’re also including ten raffle tickets, so you’ll be able to sell those in advance to people who can’t make the party.

And, yes, I know we’re asking for a lot, but if you have anything you could donate for the prize wheel, gift baskets or the silent auction table we would be forever in your debt.

Membership

Since the membership year is half over, if you’ve rounded up some prospective members, please let them know it’s only  $20 to join for the rest of the year. This will take them through the Memorial Day Parade, the FUNdraiser and the Boat Show and will be a good way to gauge if they’d like to continue with our group.

Best wishes go out to Dave Earle with his upcoming surgery and recovery.

Congratulations to Francis McAndrews on the new addition to his family.
Tidbits 

Respect for Law Dinner: We had our Annual Respect for Law Dinner at the Sheraton on April 26th.  As usual, it was informative and entertaining.  Josh Cohen, County Councilman, was the Keynote Speaker.  Nine award recipients representing the Annapolis Fire Department, Anne Arundel County Fire Department, MD Department of Natural Resources Police, City of Annapolis Police Department, Maryland State Police, Anne Arundel County Police, and the Anne Arundel County Sheriff’s Office received awards. 

At the dinner, on behalf of the club, Diann Turner presented a donation to the Fishing Camp program run by the City Police Department. 

Circus:  The Cole Bros. Circus was held on May 2nd and 3rd at the Anne Arundel County Fairgrounds. After many, many years at the Navy Stadium, we were a little anxious and worried that the kids wouldn’t find us. But they did, and it was a huge success—even better than recent years!  Thanks to Cate’s Creamy Custard in the Mall and Tara’s Gifts and Parties of Distinction in West Annapolis for selling Reserved and VIP tickets.
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Memorial Day Parade: Plans for the Memorial Day parade are underway.  Help is still needed the day of the event B May 28th - to organize participants.   This event will take place rain or shine. If you would like to help out please give Tory Salvia a call at 410-266-6924 or email him at tory@salvia.com.  Help is also needed to organize the Club’s float!!!!  Contact Jack Papaleonti if you can lend a hand.  He can be reached at 410-991-4465.  It was great fun last year!

Donations:  Recent donations include $500 given to the Fishing Camp for underprivileged children.

New officers: Yes the year just started but in May we have to submit the officers for next year. If you are interested in being an officer or serving on the board please let Bonnie Hitzelberger know. She can be reached at 410-268-1783.

Baseball:   This summer the Optimists are sponsoring three baseball teams: two are U19 and one is U16.  Tom Finch is looking for a head coach and more players for the U16 team, so pass the word along.  Contact him at thfinch@125west.com or 410-295-3917 x11 if you can help.

Happy Birthday To: 
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May


June

Martha Hackner

Mary Ann Publicover

Brenda Jones

Dick Dacey

Malia Stepney

Club Anniversaries:

May 

   


Dave Earle

39 years

Ron Pastrana
 
  6 years

Marcia Richard
 
  3 years

Tory Salvia
 
23 years

Diann Turner
 
  8 years
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32 years
June
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Ron Fontanella
             10 years
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Upcoming Events
May

15
Happy Hour at Chevy’s 5-7 pm.
28
Memorial Day Parade
June
7
Board meeting at Ron’s office at 7:30 pm
10         Second Annual FUNdraiser at Whispers in          Pasadena.

October

4-8 & 11-14 Boat Shows

We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists. 
We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists. 
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