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President’s Message

Summer is over and so is the Optimist calendar year.  We will kick off our new year with our September dinner meeting on the 27th at the Sheraton.  The theme for this dinner is “Back to  Business”.  Not only will we be swearing in officers and board members for the upcoming year, we will be “officially” welcoming a new member into our organization. 

Officers for the upcoming year include:  Bonnie Hitzelberger, President; Harry Chalstrom, 1st Vice President; Ron Jarashow 2nd Vice President; Diann Turner, Past President; Jack Papaleonti, Treasurer; and Mary Ann Publicover, Secretary.  As of press time the Board members have not been finalized.

As he steps down from his position of 2nd Vice President, I would like to thank Tim Mennuti, for the service and support he has provided the club over the years.

As I step down, I would like to thank all of the officers, board members and club members for their support during the last three years.  It has been a wonderful and rewarding experience that each of you should have the opportunity to face!

Believing we can make a difference by bringing out the best in kids in all we do,

Diann
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Membership: Please welcome our newest club member Anthony Baker of Arnold.  Anthony is a recent transplant from Rhode Island and is employed at Anne Arundel Community College. 

Welcome aboard to our Tony!  We look forward to seeing you soon.

District News: At the annual MDSD Convention in August, club member Dan Hitzelberger officially became the Governor-Elect for our district for the 2008 Optimist year.  Congratulations Dan!  

Wedding bells tolled for club member Richard Berzinski on September 1st.  He and the Mrs. are honeymooning in Europe.

Thursday, September 27th Dinner

Please join your fellow Optimist Club members for dinner as we start our Optimist year.  Tom Parran the newly elected governor for the Maryland South Delaware Optimist District will be on hand to swear in the new officers, board members and club member.  HOBY representatives will also be on hand to talk about their experiences this summer at the HOBY conference. The menu is as follows:


Grilled Fine Herb Chicken 

Served on a Bed of Fresh Spinach Pesto Fettuccine Topped with Toasted Pinoli Nuts

Served with Seasonal Vegetables, Rolls, Butter, Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Chef's Choice, Dessert
Annapolis Sheraton Hotel, 173 Jennifer Road. 
Social time is 6:30 PM and dinner at 7:00 PM.  
The cost of dinner is $15.00 per person.  

Please RSVP to Diann Turner at 410-268-5878 or diannturner@comcast.net by Sept. 21st

**NOTE: The headcount is extremely important as we are billed for the number we commit to.  As in the past we will need a 72-hour notice to cancel or you will be billed.***
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Tidbits 
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Don’t forget that the sailboat show begins October 5th through October 8th and the powerboat show is October 12th through October 14th.  

Volunteers –-are STILL needed especially for the weekend shifts.    Please call Bonnie Hitzelberger at 410-268-1783 to volunteer.

Whispers Fundraiser - Last year we had our Las Vegas Night fundraiser in August.  This year we switched it to June in an attempt to get more people to attend. Well that didn’t happen, so look for it to occur in September of 2008.  Even with the sparse attendance from members, we did manage to make $5,000.  Not as good at the $8,000 we pulled in last year but nothing to sneeze at either.  

We had a couple of big prizes this year.  Kenny Finnegan – a former Optimist basketball player won the TV, the grill and cooler was won by Don Shiply and the iPod by Johnnie Johnson.

A special thank you to Whispers, members of their staff, our club members and other volunteers who helped with this endeavor.

Something of interest - there were as many, if not more Optimist Club members at the Rotary Club Crab Feast.  Let’s compare – our tickets were $30, theirs $50; our event was held in an air conditioned building, theirs was outside in the HEAT; we had live entertainment, wheels of chance and a silent auction, they had recorded music, a cake wheel and a dunking booth; we had short lines for food, they had long lines for food and did I mention the heat.  Yes, the crab feast was in Annapolis and it is social event, but ours could be a social event too if it were supported and it is only 20 minutes from West Annapolis to Whispers!  

MDSD First Quarter District Board Meeting - The date for the first quarterly conference is November 2-4 in Fredericksburg, VA. Yes, Virginia – that’s not a misprint.  Details will be available at www.mdsdoptimist.org.  The conferences are open to all club members and their families.  

Donations:  The club recently donated a $300 gift card from Sam’s Club to Sarah’s House.  Enclosed you will find a “wish list” of items that are always in need at the shelter.  If you would like to donate something to the shelter, please bring it to the dinner meeting in September. Also donated was $250 to the Boys and Girls Club.
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Happy Birthday To: 
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June

Dick Dacey

Mary Ann Publicover
July

Ameila Arria

Bonnie Hitzelberger

August 
Jean Radeackar
September
 

Liz Winegrad


Please forgive us if we have missed your birthday.  If we have its because we don’t know when it is.

Club Anniversaries:

June

John Fontanella – 10 years

July

Frank Synociwc – 17 years

August

Lynne Sherlock – 16 years

Tim Mennuti – 16 years

Ed Sherlock – 36 years
September 

Amelia Arria – 5 years

Marcus Chacona – 1 year


Dick Dacey – 9 years

Leigh Dempsey – 1 year


Dan Hitzelberger – 23 years


Bonnie Hitzelberger – 9 years


Ron Jarashow – 13 years

Anne Lucas – 1 year

Diane Nowak-Waring – 1 year


Jean Radeackar – 1 year


Elizabeth Winegrad –20years
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Up Coming Events

September 

17th
Boat Show Meeting – 7:30 PM Ron’s office

18th
Clean Trailer – 5PM – Earle’s Moving &  Storage – Moreland Parkway

27th
Dinner Meeting – 6:30 PM - Sheraton

October 

5th – 8th
 Sailboat Show

12th-14th  Power Boat Show

25th
Dinner meeting – 6:30 - Sheraton

November

5th 
Board meeting – Ron’s Office

15th 
Youth Appreciation Dinner – 6:30 PM – Sheraton

We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists 
We are looking for a few good men and women! If you know any, ask them to join our merry group of Optimists. 

